


9 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 

confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and 

unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I 

myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 

people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel.

Romans 9



10 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 

the Israelites is that they may be saved. 2 For I can testify about 

them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on 

knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the righteousness of God 

and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s 

righteousness. 4 Christ is the culmination of the law so that there 

may be righteousness for everyone who believes.

Romans 10



1 I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an 

Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of 

Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his people, whom he 

foreknew. Don’t you know what Scripture says in the passage 

about Elijah—how he appealed to God against Israel: 3 “Lord, they 

have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only 

one left, and they are trying to kill me”? 4 And what was God’s 

answer to him? 

Romans 11



4b“I have reserved for myself seven thousand who have not 

bowed the knee to Baal.” 5 So too, at the present time there is a 

remnant chosen by grace. 6 And if by grace, then it cannot be 

based on works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.

Romans 11



11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not 

at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come 

to the Gentiles to make Israel envious.

Romans 11



7 What then? What the people of Israel sought so earnestly they 
did not obtain. The elect among them did, but the others were 
hardened, 8 as it is written:
“God gave them a spirit of stupor,

eyes that could not see
and ears that could not hear,

to this very day.”[c] (Isaiah 29:10)

Romans 11
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10 The LORD has brought over you a deep sleep:
He has sealed your eyes (the prophets);
he has covered your heads (the seers).

be drunk, but not from wine,
stagger, but not from beer.

13 The Lord says:
“These people come near to me with their mouth

and honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.

Their worship of me
is based on merely human rules they have been taught.

Isaiah 29



How were the Israelites hardened?.

Per Isaiah 29



How are WE hardened or softened?



How are WE hardened or softened?

Contrast:

Romans 8

C of A or Cof G.

Hardened Criminals



17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you 
(gentiles), though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among 
the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive 
root, 18 do not consider yourself to be superior to those other 
branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, 
but the root supports you.

Romans 11



19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be 
grafted in.” 20 Granted. But they were broken off because of 
unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but 
tremble. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will 
not spare you either.

Romans 11



4 After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by 
nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive 
tree, how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be 
grafted into their own olive tree!

Romans 11



I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow 
and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of 

my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs (my people) is the 
adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the 
receiving of the law, the temple worship and the 
promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the 
human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever 
praised![a] Amen.

Romans 9
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I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow 
and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of 

my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs (my people) is the 
adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the 
receiving of the law, the temple worship and the 
promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the 
human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever 
praised! Amen.

Romans 9



6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are 
descended from Israel are Israel. 7 Nor because they are his 
descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It 
is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 8 In other 
words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s 
children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as 
Abraham’s offspring..

Romans 9



6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are 
descended from Israel are Israel. 7 Nor because they are his 
descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It 
is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 8 In other 
words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s 
children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as 
Abraham’s offspring..

Romans 9



14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says 
to Moses,
“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,

and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”[f]

16 It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but 
on God’s mercy. 17 For Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up 
for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and 
that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”[g] 18 Therefore 
God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens 
whom he wants to harden.

Romans 9
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7 So, as the Holy Spirit says:
“Today, if you hear his voice,
8 do not harden your hearts
as you did in the rebellion,

during the time of testing in the wilderness,
9 where your ancestors tested and tried me,

though for forty years they saw what I did.

Hebrews 3



10 That is why I was angry with that generation;
I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray,
and they have not known my ways.’

11 So I declared on oath in my anger,
‘They shall never enter my rest

Hebrews 3



12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a 
sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living 
God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
“Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s 
deceitfulness

Hebrews 3



12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a 
sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living 
God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
“Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s 
deceitfulness

Hebrews 3



14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has 
ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to 
the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who 
has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not 
sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
us in our time of need.

Hebrews 4



30 What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue 
righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by 
faith; 31 but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the way 
of righteousness, have not attained their goal. 32 Why not? 
Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works.

Romans 9
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