


16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but to save the world through 

him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 

does not believe stands condemned already because they have 

not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.

John 3



5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the 

Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for his name’s 

sake.

Romans 1



16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of 

God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the 

Jew, then to the Gentile.

17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a 

righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: 

“The righteous will live by faith.”

Romans 1



21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been 

made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This 

righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 

believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are 

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus.

Romans 3



4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but 

as an obligation. 5 However, to the one who does not work but 

trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as 

righteousness.

Romans 4



18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the 

father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall 

your offspring be.” 19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the 

fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a 

hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead.

Romans 4



20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of 

God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to 

God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he 

had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited to him as 

righteousness.”

Romans 4



Why or what lead to Martin Luther saying Faith Alone?



Why or what lead to Martin Luther saying Faith Alone?

What did Luther mean by Faith Alone ?



27. They preach only human doctrines who say that as soon as the 

money clinks into the money chest, the soul flies out of purgatory.

Luther 95 Theses 



32. Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation 

because they have indulgence letters will be eternally damned, 

together with their teachers.

36. Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of 

penalty and guilt, even without indulgence letters.

37. Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all 

the blessings of Christ and the church; and this is granted him by 

God, even without indulgence letters

Luther 95 Theses 



32. Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation 

because they have indulgence letters will be eternally damned, 

together with their teachers.

36. Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of 

penalty and guilt, even without indulgence letters.

37. Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all 

the blessings of Christ and the church; and this is granted him by 

God, even without indulgence letters

Luther 95 Theses 



14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to 

have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?

James 2



5 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily 

food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and 

well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good 

is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 

action, is dead.

James 2



5 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in 

peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the 

same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my 
faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! 
Even the demons believe that—and shudder.

James 2



20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without 

deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered 

righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the 

altar?

22 You see that his faith and his actions were working 

together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And 

the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and 

it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s 

friend

James 2



20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without 

deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered 

righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the 

altar?

22 You see that his faith and his actions were working 

together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And 

the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and 

it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s 

friend    Is the Faith in James different from the Faith in Romans?

James 2



24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do 

and not by faith alone.

James 2



24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone.

25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered 

righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and 

sent them off in a different direction?

26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is 

dead.

James 2



Closure



5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the 

Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for his name’s 

sake.

Romans 1



5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the 

Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for his name’s 

sake.

Romans 1

Obedient Faith
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Faith is the Melody
Works and service are the Harmony
Best sung with someone else  



94. Christians should be exhorted to be diligent in following Christ, their 

Head, through penalties, death and hell.

95.And thus be confident of entering into heaven through many tribulations 

rather than through the false security of peace (Acts 14:22).

Luther 95 Theses 

21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large 
number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, 
Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and 
encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go 
through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they 
said.
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