Apostle Paul - Maps of His Journeys





Ah, the Theater of Ephesus—a grand setting, and a dramatic moment in early Christian history.
📜 Paul in Ephesus The Apostle Paul spent a significant amount of time in Ephesus during his third missionary journey, which scholars typically date to around AD 52–55. His time there is described in Acts 19, and it's during this stay that the events surrounding the theater unfold.
🏛️ The Theater Incident The specific moment involving the Theater of Ephesus occurs when Paul's preaching stirred strong reactions. His message was seen as a threat to the local economy—especially to the craftsmen who made silver shrines of Artemis (the city's patron goddess).
· A silversmith named Demetrius rallied a crowd against Paul.
· The uproar escalated into a riot, and the mob dragged some of Paul's companions—
  Gaius and Aristarchus—into the great theater, which seated over 20,000 people.
· Paul wanted to address the crowd himself, but his friends and city officials urged him not to for fear of violence.
· The situation was eventually defused by the city clerk, who calmed the crowd.
⏳ Chronology Note While Acts doesn’t give an exact year for the theater incident, scholars place it around AD 54, within that broader period of Paul’s Ephesus ministry.
Would you like to explore how that moment reflects the tensions between early Christianity and Greco-Roman civic life? Or perhaps dive into the archaeological details of the theater itself?
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