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list is the fact that in the best Greek manuscripts on Ephe-
sians the expression “in Ephesus” is not found. It is absent
from Sinaiticus, Vaticanus, the Chester Beatty Papyri, 672
4242 and 17392, It is also clear that the expression was absent
from Marcion’s Canon, and both Tertullian and Origen indi-
cate that it was absent from the manuscripts which they used.
It is included in Alexandrinus, Bezae, and in the old Latin
and Syriac versions. In the science of textual studies such
evidence is regarded as conclusive that the expression was
not in the earliest circulated copies of the epistle and most
likely was not in the original.
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One of the most vexing problems for the scholars has to
do with the recipients of the epistle. On the surface that
might appear to be a superficial problem, since the letter it-
self is addressed to “the saints who are in Ephesus” (1:1).
That salutation, however,. does not solve the problem with
the ease of similar salutations in Romans, Corinthians, Thes-
salonians, and Colossians. There are several problems in-
volved in the matter of recipients. One that must head the




