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The population of the city of Jerusalem had begun to swell with the approaching week of Passover.   The crowds were also able to get a glimpse of Jesus on this Sunday morning.  Many had heard him speak and many had seen or heard of his miracles.  A few days ago, at the neighboring town of Bethany Jesus had raised Lazarus from the Dead.  Lazarus’ sister  Mary had poured perfume on Jeus feet.  These events are very fresh in the minds of his closest disciples. 

Matthew Records this account of memories from this day.

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 
]
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna[b] to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”[c]
“Hosanna[d] in the highest heaven!”
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”
11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
Jesus at the Temple
12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’[e] but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’[f]”
14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant.
16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him.
“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read,
“‘From the lips of children and infants
    you, Lord, have called forth your praise’[g]?”


17 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night.


Today marks he beginning of  what is commonly called passion week. 

Jesus will spend daytime at the temple  and evenings teaching his  disciples.
With the celebration of Passover Jesus  later in the week Jesus would that some bread and wine and explain this this was his that this was to be a reminder of his body and blood.   The 12 would not understand the full significance antil later until later.

We remember his prayers in the garden while others slept. 
We remember the kiss,  the capture, the mock trails,  the spitting and slapping, the hitting, the crown of thorns. the brutal beating.   Jesus carrying his own cross.   
The solders nail him to a cross and strip off his clothes.  


The pain, the humiliation, the dissapontments …

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”


Jesus asked us to take the bread and the wine and to remember.
