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Preface
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how to be saved—that is, justification by grace through faith
plus nothing; and how the saved ought to live. Comprehen-
esively, this covers the New Testament. In a very real sense,
every other doctrine is properly placed in one of these cate-
gories. As an expression of basic Christianity the epistle to
the Ephesians stands near the top in any consideration of
doctrine and ethics. This was true in the day when Chris-
tianity was a young and growing movement. It is equally
true in the twentieth century when Christianity has come to
be one of the major forces challenging the minds and the
loyalties of men.

For this reason the epistle to the Ephesians has a particu-
lar relevance today. No loftier expression can be found than
that which is presented in this epistle. Everywhere and in
multiple ways man is seeking for “the good life.” Many
movements—religious, social, political—offer their way to
the realization of the good life. It is at this point that Chris-
tianity steps forward to present its own challenge to the best
thinking and the best living for every man, When that chal-
lenge is reduced to its basic minimum or lowest common
denominator, these are the elements which remain: the way
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